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SUBJ: IRAQI VIEWS ON RUSSIAN-EGYPTIAN CLASH 

1 . IN COMMENTING ON EGYPTIAN-SOVIET DIFFERENCES, GOVT.-CONTROLLED 
IRAQI PRESS HAS BEEN MODERATELY CRITICAL OF BOTH PARTIES. ATH- 
THAWRA ON APRIL 9 CRITICIZED EGYPT FOR EQUATING THE ENEMY (I.E. 
AMERICAN IMPERIALISM) WITH THE FRIEND (THE SOVIET UNION) AND FOR 
FORGETTING OR DENYING THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAS GIVEN THE ARABS 
ENORMOUS ECONOMIC AND MILITARY 

AID. ARTICLE ALSO ALLEGES THAT BLAME LIES PARTLY WITH THE USSR 
WHICH HAS HAD INACCURATE IDEAS ABOUT THE ARAB REGIMES AND HOW 
TO DEAL WITH THEM. 

2. ARTICLE REFERS TO MANIFOLD DIFFICULTIES - SOME OF THEM VITAL 
AND DELICATE - WHICH HAVE EMERGED BETWEEN IRAQ AND THE USSR. AND 
COMPLAINS ABOUT SOME NEGATIVE THINGS WHICH ARE SAID BY SOME SOVIET 
QUARTERS ABOUT QUOTE OUR PARTY AS A RESULT OF IGNORANCE AND 
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WHICH UPHOLDS A CONSISTENT AND PRINCIPLED STAND TOWARD RELATIONS OF 
ALLIANCE WITH THE SOVIET UNION IS THE ONE WHICH RECEIVES LESS POSITIVE 

AND FAIR RVALUATION FROM THESE SOVIET QUARTERS UNQUOTE. 

3. ARTICLE ENDS WITH CONCLUSION THAT ARAB INTERESTS REQUIRE 
MAINTENANCE OF RELATIONS OF FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION WITH 
SOVIET UNION IN ALL FIRLDS AND EXPRESSES HOPE THAT ARAB-SOVIET 
RELATIONS WILL SURMOUNT THE PRESENT CRISIS. 

4. COMMENT: IRAQI REGIME OBVIOUSLY TROUBLED BY APPARENT CONFLICTS 
BETWEEN ITS REVOLUTIONARY AND ANTI-IMPERIALIST (I.E. ANTI-U.S.) 

IDEOLOGY AND ITS PERCEIVED DIFFERENCES WITH SOVIET UNION. WE HAVE 
HEARD FROM NORMALLY RELIABLE AND FRIENDLY ARAB AMBASSADOR IN 
BAGHDAD THAT IRAQIS RECENTLY HAD SHARP CLASH WITH SOVIETS OVER ALLEGED 

LACK OF SOVIET SUPPORT FOR IRAQ IN ITS DISPUTES WITH SYRIAN REGIME 
OVER DIVISION OF EUPHRATES RIVER WATER. NOW THAT IRAQIS ARE ECON- 
OMICALLY INDEPENDENT OF SOVIET UNION AND CAN USE THEIR OIL EARNINGS 
TO PURCHASE THE TECHNOLOGY THEY NEED FROM EITHER EAST OR WEST, WE 
EXPECT CRITICISM OF SOVIET UNION TO SURFACE MORE AND MORE 
FREQUENTLY IN IRAQI PRESS. ON OTHER HAND, CONTINUED RELIANCE 
ON USSR FOR MILITARY SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT AND FEAR OF 
OFFENDING BAATHI IDEOLOGUES WITHIN RANKS OF PARTY MAY 
MODERATE SOMEWHAT IRAQI PUBLIC CRITICISM OF THE SOVIETS. 
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